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1850 to 1859 -- Forging Ahead

In this decade many changes occurred. Settlers came into the area at a steady pace. More
businesses were established to serve the needs of the settlers, both old and new. In 1850 a
one-room meeting house was built. Ezekial Glazier fashioned the handhewn pulpit. The Gamble
plantation was in full production, and it was the leading producer of sugar and molasses in the
state. This was also the decade of the plantation's failure. When the sugar market dropped and
overhead became too onerous in 1858, the holdings were sold. The amount of the sale was to
be $190,000. Items included were 3,450 acres of land, 185 slaves, mules, cattle, wagons, carts,
and farming "utensils." The plantation also had sugar houses, machinery, engines, saw mills, a
grist mill, dwelling house and other "instruments." The new owners, J. C. Colfield, and R. M.
Davis, sugar growers from Louisiana, were not successful with the enterprise. The remainder of
the debt, $90,000, could not be raised, and the property was eventually abandoned by the
partnership.

On January 9, 1855, Manatee County was created from a section of Hillsborough County,
becoming the 31st county of the state's present 67 counties. It covered an area of 4,680 square
miles, reaching from Tampa Bay east to Kissimmee River, south to Lake Okeechobee, and west
to the Gulf of Mexico. The village of Manatee was chosen as the county seat and the
courthouse was built by Ezekial Glazier at a cost of $1,100. This building is extant and the
oldest existing courthouse building in Florida. It is now a part of the Manatee Village Historical
Park located at 15th Street East.

Several cattle ranches had been established by 1850, and Manatee County is credited with
being the birthplace of the American cattle business, which was lucrative and fortunes were
acquired by it. Some of the early cattlemen were Daniel Gillette, W. H. Whitaker, William
Wyatt, and W. H. Vanderipe.

The last of the Seminole Wars was fought in 1858, and this fact surely assuaged the fears of
families and encouraged more immigration. The settlers had three basic materials to use for
their homes: pine logs, sabal palms, and "tabby." Log homes were made with morticed timbers
because nails were scarce. Sabal palmetto fans were used for temporary homes. The palm fans
were cut, pressed under heavy weights, and left to dry. They were then nailed to a frame in a
thatched manner. This highly inflammable material was given due respect and cooking was
done outdoors to eliminate the danger of loss by fire. The third material, tabby, is composed of
lime, crushed oyster and clam shells, sand, and water. The mix was poured into forms, making
blocks. Windows and doors were imported from Memphis and other ports. The Gamble



mansion is built of bricks with a coating of tabby and the rear portion, connected by a
passageway, is made entirely of tabby.

These early immigrants enjoyed a varied diet. Game was abundant and included bear, deer, and
wild hogs. Palm cabbage was used as a summer vegetable and the leaves of the pokeberry
provided greens. Fish and shell fish were plentiful. Peas and sweet potatoes were easily grown,
as was sugar cane, the source of sugar and molasses.

The creeks, bays, rivers, and gulf were waterways that provided convenient commerce even
before roads could be built and railroads established.



