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1860 to 1869 -- Hard Times 
 
The first federal census taken in the new county was in 1860 and the total head count was 854. 
Of this amount, 601 were white and 253 were slaves. That year, two censuses were taken, one 
of the white people and another of the black. The majority of the slaves were owned by Colfield 
and Davis, purchasers of the Gamble Plantation. Listed as their property were 190 slaves 
ranging in age from 105 years to 2 months. Also were listed 57 slave houses on the plantation. 
 
On January 11, 1861, Florida withdrew from the Union. The state was blockaded, leaving the 
settlers practically destitute. They could neither sell products nor buy provisions. Their men folk 
were away from home, contributing to the South's cause, and the burden on the wives and 
families was almost unbearable. Cattle was their salvation. The cattlemen had previously 
developed a vigorous trade with Cuba, which became the major outlet for locally grown 
animals. 
 
One of the early settlements was established by Sam Mitchell, a pioneer cattleman. The village 
of Mitchelville was named for him. His brand was first registered in 1853, and shortly thereafter 
he became one of the state's leading cattlemen. He was a blockade runner during the Civil War, 
providing cattle to his buyers and returning with needed supplies for the area thereby making a 
fortune.  
 
The first sawmill for commercial purpose was established in 1866. The Gamble Plantation, 
previous to this, had had its own sawmill. The new sawmill led to the availability of boards with 
which to build homes. A favorite style became the board and batten type. Vertical boards were 
nailed to a frame and narrow slats or battens were nailed over the seam or crack where the 
boards butted. An example of this type building is on display at the Historical Park in Bradenton. 
Windows were expensive and were shipped in from New Orleans or Memphis, but more often 
the builder covered the window area with shutters to keep out the rain and cold. 
 
The Homestead Act of 1862 encouraged more people to come to the area. After the Civil War, 
people from all over began streaming in, Northerners and Southerners alike. Florida was 
practically unscathed by the war, but not the other southern states, especially Georgia and the 
preponderance of new immigrants came from there. 
 
On April 29, 1866, the County Commissioners voted to change the location of the courthouse 
from Manatee Village to Pine Level, 40 miles inland. Since the county was so far flung, it was 
thought a more central location would be desirable. For 21 years this village was the seat of 



Manatee County, but nothing remains today except the old United Methodist Church and the 
Camp Grounds Cemetery. 
 
In 1862 Captain John Fogarty and his brother filed for Homestead land, and four years later 
they moved their families to the area that became known as Fogartyville. The Fogartys were 
boat builders and shippers. They later added cattle raising to their endeavors. The Pelot family 
came to the area in 1866. By 1869, two schools had been established and Julia Pelot, sister to 
Dr. John Pelot, was a teacher in one of them. The Pelot Pharmacy in East Bradenton is operated 
by one of the doctor's descendants. 
 
In 1869 the Crawford Parrish family came to the county. Their isolated home was visited by 
wolves who stole their calves and alligators who had a fondness for hogs. 
 
 


