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1870 to 1879 -- A New Start 
 
In the 1810 federal census the head count of Manatee County was 1,931, an increase of more 
than 100 percent over the previous decade's figure. The cattle business was prospering and by 
the late 1870s, there were more than 850 horses and in excess of 53,000 head of cattle. Citrus 
growing was expanding and some different vegetables were being raised. 
 
Manatee was the earliest founded settlement on the Manatee River. A post office was 
established in the village in 1872. The next year the village of Palmetto, directly across the river, 
was granted it's post office. This village was established by S. S. Lamb, who arrived shortly after 
the Civil War. He purchased considerable acreage and eventually platted ground along the river 
for both residential and business use. Joel Hendrix, who arrived here with his family in 1871, 
was appointed the first postmaster in 1873. 
 
Major William I. Turner was the force behind the establishment of Bradenton. Wounds received 
in the Seminole War aggravated by action in the Civil War led to his resignation from the latter 
on advice from the Army Surgeon. Shortly thereafter the Major settled in the vicinity of Parrish 
where he raised oranges, cattle, and sugar cane. In 1877 he purchased seven acres along the 
river about one-half mile from the village of Manatee, at a cost of $125. He divided the 
property into 19 lots and built a store on the street now known as Old Main Street. He also had 
a wharf and warehouse built along the river. Previously, one had been built by the Braden 
family, pioneer sugar cane growers, for loading their sugar and molasses that were then sent to 
New Orleans and other markets. George Riggin then built another dock. It was necessary to 
choose a name for the town in order to apply for a post office. 
 
Mrs. Warner of Palma Sola suggested the town be named in honor of the Braden brothers, 
builders of the original stockade. The town was not large enough to justify the request for a 
post office, so two nearby villages, Palma Sola and Fogartyville, added their names to the 
petition thus enabling the application to be accepted. The petition listed the name as 
Braidentown and not until the early 1900s was the spelling corrected to Bradentown. Still later 
the name became Bradenton. Mr. Turner was the first postmaster. 
 
By 1880 the town was listed as having two boarding houses, two stores, a meat shop, a post 
office, and a warehouse with wharf. The area was visited by sportsmen and sail boats for fishing 
were available for hire as were mules or teams to transport the outdoorsmen to Miakka to 
enjoy the excellent hunting and fishing opportunities provided in that vicinity.  
 



William H. Whitaker, one of the area's first cattlemen and who eventually became known as the 
"Father of Sarasota," came to the region in 1842. At that time it was still part of Hillsborough 
County. When Hillsborough County was divided, this section came within the boundary of 
newly formed Manatee County and remained so until 1921 when Sarasota County was formed 
from part of Manatee County. A post office was established in Sarasota in 1878. The first 
postmaster was Charles Abbe, a Northern Republican from Illinois, who came here in 1876 or 
1877. He opened a general store and planted an orange grove. Some envious vigilantes had one 
of their members, Charles Willard, murder Mr. Abbe on December 27, 1884. 
 
 


