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1880 to 1889 -- The Expanding Years

The 1880 federal census lists 3,544 people in Manatee County, almost doubling the count of the
1870 census. Little villages were springing up and post offices were being established all over
the county: Palma Sola in 1881, Ellenton and Arcadia in 1883, and Osprey and Rye in 1884. By
1884 there were 40 post offices in the county. That year E. E. Johnson, a native of Indiana,
arrived. He was the first certified druggist to come to the county and also the first casualty of
the yellow fever epidemic. Mr. Johnson had a small pharmacy in Manatee Village. After his
death, Dr. Pelot purchased the contents of the store to use for his practice. It was in this year
that Warburton Warner of Palma Sola advertised land for $5.00 an acre and extolled the
benefits of the healthy climate. He stated that there were four practicing physicians in the area
and that the people were so healthy they seldom required the services of a doctor. Also that
two of the physicians were engaged in the mercantile business, leading us to assume the lack of
patients required the doctors to seek other income.

In 1886 the first Presbyterian Church was founded and on October 3, 1887, a bid was awarded
Joseph Curry to build a new Methodist Church. The amount agreed on was $1,972. In 1887
Desota County was formed from Manatee County, reducing the size of the latter about one-
third. By this change, the county seat of Manatee, Pine Level, was in Desota County and a new
site had to be chosen. So, again Manatee Village became temporarily the county seat. Shortly
after this a vote was taken and Bradenton became the choice for the new seat. Court was held
in the Gaar House, which was located on Old Main Street. (The building was razed in 1984.) In
1892 the site was again changed, this time to an old schoolhouse owned by Judge Cornwall.
That same year ground was cleared to build a new courthouse.

There was an epidemic of yellow fever in 1887 and a number of people in the Manatee area
lost their lives. In 1888 there was another outbreak, this time in Palmetto, and several people
succumbed to the dreaded scourge.

In 1888 Manatee Village was incorporated as a city. In 1889 another industry was born, and
commercial production of phosphate was begun in the Peace River valley. William H.
Vanderipe, cattleman, arrived in the area around 1845. Eventually, he established a general
store in Bradenton that contained probably the only safe in town. Towns people brought
money to him for safekeeping until he had occasion to go to Tampa to deposit it. Finally, one of
the bank officials suggested he open a bank in his own town and this he did. He was the first
president of the bank currently known as NCNB (North Carolina National Bank). Mr. Vanderipe's
bank was established around the turn of the century.



In 1890 the county population was 4,663, and since the county size was drastically reduced by
the formation of Desota County, the increase in population over the 1880 census is noteworthy.
The first real estate boom in this area was in 1842 and the second land boom began after the
reconstruction period. The enticements offered then were mild climate, fine living conditions,
and varied opportunities including healthful recreations. People were invited to settle, and they
came and came and CAME.



