
BLACK CEMETERIES 

Location and Description Information for the Adams/Fogartyville - Memphis New and 
Old - Parrish - Rogers - Rubonia Cemeteries 

ADAMS/ FOGARTYVILLE CEMETERY This cemetery occupies county-owned land adjoining 
Fogartyville Cemetery on the northwest. It is located off north of Third Avenue between 
44th and 45th Streets, NW, in West Bradenton. It is still being used on occasion. The 
earliest marker found is that of Josephine P. Alston, born April 16, 1883 and died August 31, 
1901. (Summary prepared about 1980). 

MEMPHIS CEMETERY In recent years the original "Old" Memphis Cemetery north of 25th 
Street has been virtually filled up forcing expansion across the street in what is referred to 
as the "New Memphis Cemetery." Old Memphis Cemetery is located several miles 
northeast of Palmetto on the north side of 25th Street West, and bordered on the west by 
the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad tracks. New Memphis Cemetery is south across 25th 
Street at the entrance to the Manatee County Animal Control Center. It is on the county 
owned land in the Academy Heights Subdivision. According to Ruth Abel's book, "100 Years 
in Palmetto," Memphis subdivision was started northeast of Palmetto early in the century 
(1904) by journalist Robert F. Willis, who was from Memphis, Tennessee. Retired Circuit 
Judge Robert Willis of Bradenton, who once lived in Palmetto, says Willis, no relation, was 
an editor of the Palmetto News at one time. Mrs. Abel's book says Willis sold lots to a 
number of very desirable people who built homes in the "Town of Memphis".  

"In 1911 Willis sold the part of Memphis subdivision between 2nd and 4th Avenues to a 
bachelor Isaac E. Barwick, also from Memphis, Tennessee. Barwick renamed his part New 
Memphis (1912) and sold lots to the Negro population”. It is in this area the cemeteries are 
located. According to Marion Stevens of Stevens' Funeral Home, Memphis Cemetery 
property was given to the black community by an ''old German or foreign man from up 
north''. This man gave it to a council of black pastors to administer. Over the years the 
ministers died and their churches were abandoned. Presently there is no owner listed on 
the county tax rolls. The earliest marker found is that of Classie Williams, who died January 
10, 1907. A location map of this cemetery can be found at Manatee County Historical 
Records Library (Carnegie) Bradenton under Subdivision Maps, Sheet 4B-S11. (Summary 
prepared about 1980). 

PARRISH CEMETERY This cemetery is located in the area of 4th or 5th Streets east of 
Highway 301. It separated by a fence from the adjoining cemetery where white people are 
buried. The land was acquired from heirs of Alice Turner Berry, who had inherited the 
ground from her father, Major William Iredell Turner. The earliest marker found was that of 



Charles H. Williamson, who was born December 25, 1873 and died July 28, 1876. the 
cemetery is still being used. (Summary prepared about 1980). 

ROGERS CEMETERY This cemetery is located in the vicinity of 43rd Street West. It adjoins 
the Adams/Fogartyville Cemetery to the east. Mr. and Mrs. G.D. Rogers were funeral 
directors in Manatee County from the 1930’s until 1967. Mrs. Minnie Rogers’ License 
number was 65, which means she was the 65th person in the State of Florida to receive a 
mortician’s license. MR. Rogers, recognizing the need for burial space for those who could 
not afford it, donated, or sold for a small fee, a place for families so they would not have to 
bury their members in a potter’s field.* The land was purchased from Mabel Wand S.E. 
Coarsey in 1940. In 1967 the Rogers retired and lots are no longer being sold. *named so 
after an old burial ground for poverty-stricken, friendless, or unknown persons (Webster). 
(Summary prepared about 1980.) 

RUBONIA CEMETERY This cemetery is located on Erie Road at I-75 intersection. It is a 
small cemetery and is still being used. It is publicly owned. The earliest marker found was 
that of Annie Ruth Murrell, born July 28, 1828 and died April 18, 1912. (Summary prepared 
about 1980). 


