
 WHITE CEMETERIES 

Location and Description Information for the (Major) Adams, Antioch, Bethany, Braden 
River, Chancey, Fogartyville, Fortner and Gillette Cemeteries. 

Note:  The “Adams & Rogers Cemeteries” are adjacent to Fogartyville Cemetery.  These 3 
cemeteries occupy distinct lots separated by the fence and differ in the nature of the 
headstones, markers and care, but the combination is referred to frequently as the Adams-
Fogartyville Cemetery.  (This cemetery is located off 43rd Street Northwest and 4th St NW, 
Bradenton, FL, 34209, and is now owned by the City of Bradenton. This location does not 
include the (Major) Adams Cemetery, which is approximately 3 miles away, located at 3rd 
Street and 9th Avenue. 

(Major) ADAMS CEMETERY Located at 3rd Street and 9th Avenue.  It was first called New 
Cemetery, and also was known as Jaques Creek and Dew Cemetery.  This plot was first 
established in 1883 by Major Alden Joseph Adams for the sum of $400, then additional land 
was donated by Major Alden Joseph Adams to the village of Manatee in 1892 “to be used as 
a burying ground forever.”  Members of pioneer families, including Major Adams, are 
interred here. Major Adams moved into this area in 1876, and his homesite was on the 
Manatee River a few blocks northeast of here.  The earliest marker found is that of Duncan 
Neil Smith, born 18 December 1865 and died 25 July 1890.  This cemetery has been platted 
and a copy can be secured from the Historical Records Library of Manatee County.  The 
property is still being used, and is now owned by the City of Bradenton.  (Summary 
prepared about 1980, and edited in 2025). 

ANTIOCH CEMETERY At the end of a winding, unpaved country road is a small burying 
ground, known as Antioch Cemetery. It is located about one quarter of a mile south of the 
Hillsborough-Manatee County line, near the banks of the Little Manatee River. This little 
cemetery is completely surrounded by land belonging to Florida Power and Light Company. 
The cemetery is neat and well kept; the ground is raked clean, and the sand is white as 
sugar, Antioch is primarily a Roger's Family Cemetery. It is quite old, being used as early as 
1888. Other families of that area use the cemetery also. There are a number of unmarked 
graves, mostly those of children. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

BETHANY CEMETERY "On August 26, 1911, A. R. Rich, James Corbitt and W. A. Stewart 
were appointed to mark out a place for a cemetery on Bethany Church property. Measuring 
committee were Sam Phillips, James Corbitt and J. R. Swain. (Copied from Church 
records). The first person laid to rest in this cemetery was Elsie Foot, born December 4, 
1825 and died, August 22, 1912. In later years, a young man who had been killed in a train 
wreck in 1909, was transferred from a cemetery in Hillsborough County, Florida. That 



cemetery has been discontinued. This was Randel Barber, born August 18, 1892 and died 
November 11, 1909. The third person to be interred in Bethany Cemetery was Leffie Taylor, 
born March 26, 1905 and died December 31, 1912. In the Fall of 1922 or 1923, an unknown 
man, who said, ''Just call me Joe,'' died at Oak Knoll, just three miles from Bethany Church 
and was buried in the Bethany Cemetery." Information supplied by Mrs. G. E. Dupree, 
Myakka City. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

BRADEN RIVER CEMETERY This cemetery is located on State Road 70, east of the Braden 
River. The ground was donated by a man named Kennedy. It is a non-profit cemetery. The 
first interment we have record of is that of a person named Johnson, and the marker is 
dated February 18, 1830 -July 29, 1881. The few lots remaining are available for 
descendants of the family members buried there. This information was provided by Mr, and 
Mrs. Egbert Helms. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

CHANCEY CEMETERY This cemetery is located in Duette Community, about 19 miles East 
of Parrish, off State Highway 62, about halfway between highways 301 and 17. Turn right off 
State highway 62 onto Duette Road, then South about two miles to green sign, “Chancey 
Cemetery.” It is on property owned by heirs of Ollie Gorden Chancey, grandson of Reverend 
Edmund Lafayette Chancey, who homesteaded the property and consecrated the burying 
grounds when his son and namesake, Edmund Lafayette Chancey, died from a nosebleed; 
but before he died, showed the family where he wanted to be buried. He was the first 
person to be buried in the cemetery and his marker is dated 1858 - 1875. The cemetery is 
maintained by family members. The gate is locked at Duette Road when the family is away. 
Should the gate be locked, contact family members for access. In 1985 the contacts were 
Carrie Chancey at 776- 1432, or Reecy Tindall (Mrs. Donald) at 776-2145. The above 
information was supplied by Mrs. Doyle (Pauline) Chancey (Summary prepared about 
1980)  

FOGARTYVILLE CEMETERY This cemetery is located at 4200 3rd Ave NW, Bradenton, Fla. 
In 1896 William H Fogarty and wife donated 4 acres of land to be used as a burial ground. 
Size of the lots varied, some contained 6 spaces, others 8 spaces and others 12 spaces. 
Prices ranged from $10 to $25 each. By 1922 the lots were all sold and the trustees 
purchased an additional area about 4 acres for which they paid in the neighborhood of 
$950. After the enlargement, the Manatee Commissioners provided the labor for cutting 
trees and undergrowth as well as shell for construction of roads throughout the cemetery. 
To show their appreciation, the trustees provided an area to be used for those unable to 
purchase a burial plot. In 1956 a fire in the office of the Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
destroyed early records including burial permits and treasury reports. Through the years 
many improvements have been made including fencing, ornamental plantings and a well 



for a sprinkling system. The cemetery is still in use and has the distinction of being the 
oldest and longest used burying ground in the area. Many of the early settlers found their 
final resting place here. There are a few unmarked graves, which include -- 5 graves Section 
H; one grave is a Parker's baby … 4 graves Section A -- See Caryle LUCKETT … and two 
graves with no last names. Ina? 1876 - 1940 and Minnie? 1871 - 1937 (Summary prepared 
about 1980)  

FORTNER CEMETERY This burial ground is located off State Road 675 onto Spencer Parrish 
Road; the cemetery is approximately 2-1/2 acres. On February 14, 1914, Thomas and 
Mariah Fortner donated one acre to be used as a grave yard. Additional ground was 
donated by the Youngbloods in the 1950s and the last addition was given by Mr. and Mrs. C. 
B. Stuart in 1975. There are in excess of 200 grave markers and many unmarked graves. The 
earliest tombstone is that of James A. Jones, born February 22, 1832 and died December 
29, 1886. He was a soldier in the war of the Confederacy and served with the Florida 
Cavalry. The cemetery is a burial ground for the use of those who live in the community. 
About every two months, a ''working" is scheduled and members of the community remove 
debris and tidy up the site. Information supplied by Mr. Henry Parrish, Myakka City. 
(Summary prepared about 1980)  

GILLETTE CEMETERY About 1876 a log church was built about a mile Northwest from 
where the Ellenton-Gillette Road crosses Moccasin Wallow Road. A cemetery which 
adjoined the church had been established there previously, probably as early as 1840. This 
cemetery was in use as late as 1883 and contained approximately 30 to 35 graves when it 
ceased to be used. As the years passed, the property changed ownership and the cemetery 
was destroyed, bulldozed over and set in citrus trees. The log church was replaced by a 
rough board church built 600 or 700 feet North of Frog Creek. This church had another 
cemetery adjoining it. A woods fire destroyed the church and a new church was built 
across the road from the cemetery. The ground for both church and cemetery was formerly 
owned by the Gillette family; in fact the cemetery was, in the beginning, the Gillette family 
cemetery, and in time became a community cemetery. The earliest dated tombstone is 
1869. Additional ground has been added to the cemetery by donation of LaMar Richards. 
Recently Roger Hale donated more ground to 'square out' the cemetery. The name has 
been changed to “Gillette Cemetery, Incorporated” and a trust fund has been established 
for its maintenance. This cemetery is located on the Ellenton-Gillette Road. Information 
extracted from "100 years in Palmetto, 1868-1968", by Ruth Abel and “Testimony to Pioneer 
Baptists” by M. Snell. (Summary prepared about 1980). 

 


