
WHITE CEMETERIES 

Location and Description Information for the Rutland Ranch - Rye - Sardis - Skyway 
Memorial Gardens - Stewart - Vanderipe Johnson - Waters  

RUTLAND RANCH CEMETERY This cemetery is located on SR 675 and is on the private 
property of the Rutlands, prominent ranchers. Buried here is June Faye Ballard, who was 
the wife of one of the ranch workers, Clyde Ballard. June was killed on the road in front of 
the Rutland place, by an automobile. There are also three of the Rutlands' favorite dogs 
buried in plots adjacent to June's. All the graves are well-kept and frequently decorated 
with flowers. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

RYE CEMETERY Located northwest of the Lake Manatee Dam, is at 905 Rye Wilderness 
Trail, Parrish. Named in honor of Erasmus Rye, the cemetery is home to a piece of Manatee 
County’s early pioneer history. Located within RYE Preserve, the cemetery was originally 
accessible mainly by Manatee River, which was used for travel and trade. As late as 1910 – 
1929, Rye settlement was accessible by steamship, and was nearby the first bridge to 
cross the Manatee River. It is a Florida Heritage site. (Summary prepared 2025)  

SARDIS CEMETERY This cemetery is located south of State Road 70 at Myakka City on the 
Carlton Rusty Pot Ranch property. This cemetery can be seen from the road. In years past, 
an old settlement was located here. Half of the graves are unmarked. Most are outlined 
with clam shells. The earliest marker is dated November 15, 1897. (Summary prepared 
about 1980)  

SKYWAY MEMORIAL GARDENS This cemetery is located on U. S. 19, several miles north of 
Palmetto and one mile north of the U.S. 41 – U.S. 19 intersection. It was established in 1955 
– 56 and encompasses 58 acres of former farm land. No tombstones are permitted, only 
flat, ground markers and the mausoleum. There are about 8,000 lot owners. Skyway 
Memorial Gardens is part of a chain of cemeteries throughout the country. (Information 
supplied by Stanley Rothberg) (Summary prepared about 1980)  

STEWART CEMETERY This cemetery is one of the oldest to be preserved in this section. 
The cemetery is located near the head of Manatee River on the north side of the river back 
about 100 yards. This parcel of land was donated by John and Joanne Stewart, a portion of 
their homestead – one acre. This cemetery is located about three miles east of our present 
Bethany Church and Cemetery, approximately one-half mile South of Highway 64, Manatee 
County. The date this transaction was made, we have no record of at this time. There are 
twenty-three graves here. We have reason to believe all who have been buried here are 
accounted for. We do not know when or who the first person to be buried here, as several 
do not have markers. The oldest marker is that of Jeff Rich, September 1880, son of Alfred 



and Mary E. Rich. Among those in later years, we owe our appreciation to Russell D. Rich 
and family for the maintaining the Stewart Cemetery. This cemetery is accepted by all the 
old timers of this community as the forerunner of our present Bethany Cemetery since the 
first of the old timers was buried in Stewart Cemetery, and the later ones in Bethany 
Cemetery. Note that Jeff Rich was born in Jefferson County, Florida at the Ancilla River, 
when his parents were on their way to Florida in a wagon train. He was born November 22, 
1874 and named – Jefferson Ancilla. Information supplied by Mrs. G. E. Dupree, Myakka 
City. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

JAMES C. VANDERIPE CEMETERY This cemetery is forty feet by forty feet in size and is 
owned and maintained by the City of Bradenton. It is located at 303 18th Avenue East, 
across the street from the Edmond Lee Cemetery. It contains only one grave, that of James. 
He was the husband of Sarah Lee Vanderipe. She is buried in the Edmond Lee Cemetery. At 
one time, both cemeteries were part of the Lee property. This information was provided by 
Carl King. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

VANDERIPE-JOHNSON CEMETERY This cemetery was located on the Morgan Johnson 
Road, two miles south of SR64, It has been destroyed and houses built on this property.  

WATERS CEMETERY This cemetery is located within one-half mile of Antioch, in a wooded 
area. There are only two graves marked and they are in very good condition. These graves 
are of two little sisters, said to have died of yellow fever. It is rumored there are twenty other 
graves here, but there is no visible evidence of them. (Summary prepared about 1980) 


