
WHITE CEMETERIES 

Location and Description Information for the Mitchellville - Palma Sola - Palmetto New 
- Palmetto Old - Palm View - Parrish - Pine Level    

MITCHELLVILLE CEMETERY This cemetery is located on Rye Road north of Rye Bridge. Mr. 
Hubert Rutland bought this cemetery, and there was discussion of moving the bodies to 
Fortner Cemetery. To this date, the bodies have not been moved. Permission to move the 
body of Thomas Urquhart was denied. There are about twenty-five bodies that will be 
transferred to Fortner, if plans materialize. As there are no markers, we were unable to 
identify these graves. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

PALMA SOLA CEMETERY The Palma Sola Community Church is a landmark in Manatee 
County and is located on 9th Avenue N.W., a mile West of 75th St., Bradenton, Florida. The 
land on which the Church and Cemetery rests was part of a land grant to Mr. Asa Pillsbury 
and had not been surveyed in 1881. It was during the time Grover Cleveland was President 
of the United States in 1886 that Mr. Pillsbury gave part of his land for the use of a church 
and cemetery. The church was also to be used for a school as there were about ten families 
living in the area at that time. All the community people helped in the construction. The 
foundation was laid, consisting of heavy 12 x 12 timbers washed ashore from a wrecked 
ship in Tampa Bay. Logs and rough lumber from the lumber mill at Palma Sola Point run by 
Mr. Albert Warner were used to finish the structure. It has a perpetuating deed, and the first 
trustees were Mr. J.A. Felts, Mr. A. T. Adams, and Mr. John Flowers. The deed is still 
perpetual with the heirs of the first trustees as the present trustees. Information was 
supplied to us by Mr. Jim Rowland. The cemetery is 5 acres or more in size. Many residents 
from the Village of Cortez were buried here because their area is too low-lying to make a 
feasible cemetery. The earliest marker found is that of William L. Lindley who died 01 Oct 
1888, 48 years, 8 months and 17 days. A portion of the cemetery has been platted and a 
copy can be secured from the Historical Records Library of Manatee County; plat book 1, 
page 155. Those acquiring burial plots receive a warranty deed that may be recorded, thus 
avoiding the distress caused when some of the old cemeteries were destroyed for whatever 
reason. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

PALMETTO CEMETERY - NEW This cemetery is located in the Town of Palmetto on 10th 
Street and 14th Avenue. On April 5, 1905, John W. and Emma Jackson sold a plot of land - 
880 feet by 440 feet - to be used for cemetery purposes and streets for the Town of 
Palmetto. For this land the Jacksons received $320.00. On November 4, 1907, additional 
land was purchased. It adjoined the first parcel and contained 4½ acres, making a total 
area between 13 and 14 acres. Earliest marker found is that of Ruth Hampton Tast, who 



was born November 10, 1872 and died November 12, 1872. This cemetery is still being 
used. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

OLD PALMETTO CEMETERY The following information is taken from a book entitled, 100 
YEARS IN PALMETTO 1868-1968, by Ruth Abel. “Out of his original plot of land, Mr. Lamb 
gave lots for the old cemetery in which his nephew, Robert Winthrop Lamb (Husband of 
Margaret Susan) is buried among others, a victim of the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1888”. 
“Up to 1888, deaths were practically unknown. A grave or two had been provided in this 
cemetery, but there was no road leading to the plot. Going there, a person followed the 
narrow dirt road west until meeting O'Neill's, but between the road and the cemetery lay 
the hammock, changing to scrub oak and saw palmetto and underbrush the rest of the 
way. When Mrs. Howze died (1888), the first victim of Yellow Fever, a path wide enough to 
carry a coffin was cut northward from the road to the cemetery and she was buried there, 
close to what is now 5th Street”. An early deed (April 30, 1882), mentions the reservation of 
one acre of land for a public grave yard plus 20 feet in width along the entire length on east 
side of said lot for a public street. This cemetery is no longer being used. It is located at 5th 
street and 14th Avenue. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

PALM VIEW CEMETERY This is a one hundred year old community cemetery which is 
located on Palm View Road in Palmetto. The ground was donated by a man named Fielder. 
His daughter was first to be buried here. Mr. Mead Smith donated more ground so that 
members of his family could be buried here and the area was thus enlarged to include 
room for fifty additional graves. Although there is no charge for burial plots, there is a 
requirement that a marker be placed on the grave. Dr. Dean (the first doctor in Manatee 
County) and his wife are buried here. Mr. George Bishop was the caretaker for many years 
and he and his two children are buried here. His wife, now caretaker, has provided this 
information. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

PARRISH CEMETERY This cemetery is located on Parrish Cemetery Road in the area of 4th 
or 5th Street, east of 301. It is approximately 2½ acres in size. The ground was inherited by 
Alice Turner Berry from her father, Major William Iredell Turner. After Alice's death, her heirs 
transferred the property to the Trustees of the Parrish Cemetery on October 17, 1947. The 
earliest marker found here is that of Charles Warner Gillett, born March 21, 1832 and died 
January 25, 1853. This is a community cemetery and still being used. Burial space is limited 
to local families. The Trustees are, at this time, in the process of listing all those buried here 
and making a plat of the cemetery. Information supplied by Flora Maguire, Joel Whidden 
and Gladys Pitman. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

PINE LEVEL CEMETERY This cemetery is located on Rt. 70, nine miles Southeast of 
Myakka City, in DeSoto County. The area was formerly used as camp meeting grounds. The 



cemetery is fenced and in beautiful condition. It is still being used. Pine Level was the 
County Seat of Manatee County between 1866 and 1887. Since that time, Manatee's 
boundary lines have been changed and the cemetery is in DeSoto County. Many pioneer 
family members are buried here. The earliest marker found is that of Martha E. Platt, born 
June 2, 1859 and died October 6, 1871. (Summary prepared about 1980 

 

 


