
WHITE CEMETERIES 

Location and Description Information for the Hendrix - Keen - Lee - Manatee Burying 
Ground - Manasota - Mansion - Midway   

HENDRIX CEMETERY This cemetery is located in Colonial Manor, 900 US Highway 301, lot 
32, Palmetto, Florida. There are eight people buried here, but two concrete slabs are the 
only evidence of burials, This cemetery is on what was known as the old Cournney Farm. 
This information was provided by Mrs, George Bishop. (summary prepared about 1980)  

KEEN CEMETERY Located about 15 miles east of Parrish, Florida, in Manatee County, 
Bunker Hill Settlement. Green sign 'Keen Cemetery' at Highway 62. Turn left, go about 1/2 
mile. Another green sign pointing toward cemetery, located in an orange grove, This 
cemetery was consecrated on land which was homesteaded by Jacob (Jake) and Elizabeth 
(Miley) Keen, It is not certain who the first person was that was buried in 'Keen Cemetery,' 
There were/are rumors of an 'Alabama' woman who died here while visiting relatives, and 
that could have been true because in a census record Elizabeth (Miley) Keen was from 
Alabama. This could have been one of her sisters? The oldest marked grave is Nelley R 
Keen, The date on her tombstone is: died March 4, 1891. Next dated one is Mary Amanda 
Keen, daughter of Moses and Lucy (Hand) Keen, died March 14, 1891. · There are lots of 
unmarked, Unknown graves in the cemetery. 'Graveyard working' is held first Saturday in 
January, April, July, and October. Families who have loved ones buried here clean and 
maintain the cemetery, It is known as the Keen Family Cemetery, and anyone desiring a 
burial place could contact John Rutledge (in the Bunker Hill Community) or his son Paul 
Rutledge (Highway 62 between Parrish and Bunker Hill Community)," Above information 
provided by Mrs, Doyle (Pauline) Chancey. (summary prepared about 1980) 

EDMUND LEE CEMETERY This cemetery is located in the back yard of a private dwelling on 
17th Street East and is enclosed by a chain link fence. Buried here are Presbyterian Minister 
Edmund Lee, his first wife, Electa, and their daughter Sarah Lee Vanderipe; his second wife, 
Addie Frierson Lee and his third wife, Elizabeth O'Dell Lee. The sixth grave is that of James 
McCarter, another Presbyterian minister. This information was given in a series of 
newspaper articles (copied from the diary of J. H. Simpson) printed in 1915. However, we 
found in our search, Rev. James McCarter is buried in the Adams (New) Cemetery, as is 
Rev. Lee, possibly reinterred there. J. C. Vanderipe, son-in-law of Reverend Lee, stipulated 
that the cemetery plot was not to be sold with the Lee property, but rather reserved for a 
burial ground. The size of the cemetery is 25 feet by 45 feet. The party who purchased the 
property from the estate did not honor the request and when it was next sold, no mention 
was made of the reservation. The little enclosed plot became a repository for an 



accumulation of household debris. The above information provided by Carl King and 
Warren Johnson. (summary prepared about 1980) 

MANATEE BURYING GROUND Also known as Old Manatee Cemetery The cemetery is 
located on 15th Street East, at the foot of East Manatee Avenue. Josiah Gates, pioneer 
settler, deeded the ground for this purpose on May 20, 1850. The first burial was that of 
Henry S. Clark, who died July 27, 1850. In 1892, the cemetery was closed to all but 
immediate family members of persons already buried there. The last burial took place in 
1967, when Eva May Gates, granddaughter of Josiah was laid to rest. There are 94 graves in 
the plot, including those of eleven Confederate soldiers and officers, three Union soldiers 
(one of whom was a general) and a private who fought in the Indian War. The memorial arch 
was erected in 1959, by the United Daughters of the Confederacy (Judah P. Benjamin 
Chapter) in honor of the settlers who contributed so much to the development of this area. 
Information supplied by brochure (4-H Club Bicentennial project--also article which was 
written by Kent Chetlain and appeared in "The Banner'', November 23, 1978). (summary 
prepared about 1980)  

MANSION MEMORIAL CEMETERY (Includes Ellenton Burial Grounds) This cemetery is 
located on the Ellenton-Gillette Road. The old part of the present cemetery contained 
approximately 2-1/2 acres when it was first used as a burial ground. Tbe land was part of 
the 3400 acre holdings of the Gamble Mansion property. At the time the little community 
cemetery was established, the Gamble Mansion was owned by Mr. and Mrs. George Patten, 
grandparents of the present Mr. Charlie Patten, who was caretaker for many years. The 
cemetery was known as the Ellenton Burial Ground, and the local First Methodist Church 
sponsored a 'clean-up day' annually. The first burial is rumored to be that of an infant, child 
of a freed slave. In 1972 the Ellenton Cemetery was donated to the owners of the Mansion 
Memorial Cemetery, which had purchased adjoining ground in the 1950's. The total area of 
the combined cemeteries is abo11t 50 acres and now known as the Mansion Memorial 
Park, Inc. It is locally owned by Manatee County business people. Information supplied by 
Mrs. Ben Overstreet, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Patten, and Mr. Scheid. (summary prepared 
about 1980)  

MIDWAY CEMETERY This cemetery is located six or seven miles west of Myakka City on 
State Road 70. It is in the middle of a pasture and the markers are scattered and broken. 
Members of the Hall and Drymon families are buried here and our survey reveals stones for 
four babies buried here from the years 1883 to 1903. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

 


