
 WHITE CEMETERIES 

Location and Description Information for the (Major) Adams, Antioch, Bethany, Braden 
River, Chancey, Fogartyville, Fortner and Gillette Cemeteries. 

Note:  The “Adams & Rogers Cemeteries” are adjacent to Fogartyville Cemetery.  These 3 
cemeteries occupy distinct lots separated by the fence and differ in the nature of the 
headstones, markers and care, but the combination is referred to frequently as the Adams-
Fogartyville Cemetery.  (This cemetery is located off 43rd Street Northwest and 4th St NW, 
Bradenton, FL, 34209, and is now owned by the City of Bradenton. This location does not 
include the (Major) Adams Cemetery, which is approximately 3 miles away, located at 3rd 
Street and 9th Avenue. 

(Major) ADAMS CEMETERY Located at 3rd Street and 9th Avenue.  It was first called New 
Cemetery, and also was known as Jaques Creek and Dew Cemetery.  This plot was first 
established in 1883 by Major Alden Joseph Adams for the sum of $400, then additional land 
was donated by Major Alden Joseph Adams to the village of Manatee in 1892 “to be used as 
a burying ground forever.”  Members of pioneer families, including Major Adams, are 
interred here. Major Adams moved into this area in 1876, and his homesite was on the 
Manatee River a few blocks northeast of here.  The earliest marker found is that of Duncan 
Neil Smith, born 18 December 1865 and died 25 July 1890.  This cemetery has been platted 
and a copy can be secured from the Historical Records Library of Manatee County.  The 
property is still being used, and is now owned by the City of Bradenton.  (Summary 
prepared about 1980, and edited in 2025). 

ANTIOCH CEMETERY At the end of a winding, unpaved country road is a small burying 
ground, known as Antioch Cemetery. It is located about one quarter of a mile south of the 
Hillsborough-Manatee County line, near the banks of the Little Manatee River. This little 
cemetery is completely surrounded by land belonging to Florida Power and Light Company. 
The cemetery is neat and well kept; the ground is raked clean, and the sand is white as 
sugar, Antioch is primarily a Roger's Family Cemetery. It is quite old, being used as early as 
1888. Other families of that area use the cemetery also. There are a number of unmarked 
graves, mostly those of children. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

BETHANY CEMETERY "On August 26, 1911, A. R. Rich, James Corbitt and W. A. Stewart 
were appointed to mark out a place for a cemetery on Bethany Church property. Measuring 
committee were Sam Phillips, James Corbitt and J. R. Swain. (Copied from Church 
records). The first person laid to rest in this cemetery was Elsie Foot, born December 4, 
1825 and died, August 22, 1912. In later years, a young man who had been killed in a train 
wreck in 1909, was transferred from a cemetery in Hillsborough County, Florida. That 



cemetery has been discontinued. This was Randel Barber, born August 18, 1892 and died 
November 11, 1909. The third person to be interred in Bethany Cemetery was Leffie Taylor, 
born March 26, 1905 and died December 31, 1912. In the Fall of 1922 or 1923, an unknown 
man, who said, ''Just call me Joe,'' died at Oak Knoll, just three miles from Bethany Church 
and was buried in the Bethany Cemetery." Information supplied by Mrs. G. E. Dupree, 
Myakka City. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

BRADEN RIVER CEMETERY This cemetery is located on State Road 70, east of the Braden 
River. The ground was donated by a man named Kennedy. It is a non-profit cemetery. The 
first interment we have record of is that of a person named Johnson, and the marker is 
dated February 18, 1830 -July 29, 1881. The few lots remaining are available for 
descendants of the family members buried there. This information was provided by Mr, and 
Mrs. Egbert Helms. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

CHANCEY CEMETERY This cemetery is located in Duette Community, about 19 miles East 
of Parrish, off State Highway 62, about halfway between highways 301 and 17. Turn right off 
State highway 62 onto Duette Road, then South about two miles to green sign, “Chancey 
Cemetery.” It is on property owned by heirs of Ollie Gorden Chancey, grandson of Reverend 
Edmund Lafayette Chancey, who homesteaded the property and consecrated the burying 
grounds when his son and namesake, Edmund Lafayette Chancey, died from a nosebleed; 
but before he died, showed the family where he wanted to be buried. He was the first 
person to be buried in the cemetery and his marker is dated 1858 - 1875. The cemetery is 
maintained by family members. The gate is locked at Duette Road when the family is away. 
Should the gate be locked, contact family members for access. In 1985 the contacts were 
Carrie Chancey at 776- 1432, or Reecy Tindall (Mrs. Donald) at 776-2145. The above 
information was supplied by Mrs. Doyle (Pauline) Chancey (Summary prepared about 
1980)  

FOGARTYVILLE CEMETERY This cemetery is located at 4200 3rd Ave NW, Bradenton, Fla. 
In 1896 William H Fogarty and wife donated 4 acres of land to be used as a burial ground. 
Size of the lots varied, some contained 6 spaces, others 8 spaces and others 12 spaces. 
Prices ranged from $10 to $25 each. By 1922 the lots were all sold and the trustees 
purchased an additional area about 4 acres for which they paid in the neighborhood of 
$950. After the enlargement, the Manatee Commissioners provided the labor for cutting 
trees and undergrowth as well as shell for construction of roads throughout the cemetery. 
To show their appreciation, the trustees provided an area to be used for those unable to 
purchase a burial plot. In 1956 a fire in the office of the Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
destroyed early records including burial permits and treasury reports. Through the years 
many improvements have been made including fencing, ornamental plantings and a well 



for a sprinkling system. The cemetery is still in use and has the distinction of being the 
oldest and longest used burying ground in the area. Many of the early settlers found their 
final resting place here. There are a few unmarked graves, which include -- 5 graves Section 
H; one grave is a Parker's baby … 4 graves Section A -- See Caryle LUCKETT … and two 
graves with no last names. Ina? 1876 - 1940 and Minnie? 1871 - 1937 (Summary prepared 
about 1980)  

FORTNER CEMETERY This burial ground is located off State Road 675 onto Spencer Parrish 
Road; the cemetery is approximately 2-1/2 acres. On February 14, 1914, Thomas and 
Mariah Fortner donated one acre to be used as a grave yard. Additional ground was 
donated by the Youngbloods in the 1950s and the last addition was given by Mr. and Mrs. C. 
B. Stuart in 1975. There are in excess of 200 grave markers and many unmarked graves. The 
earliest tombstone is that of James A. Jones, born February 22, 1832 and died December 
29, 1886. He was a soldier in the war of the Confederacy and served with the Florida 
Cavalry. The cemetery is a burial ground for the use of those who live in the community. 
About every two months, a ''working" is scheduled and members of the community remove 
debris and tidy up the site. Information supplied by Mr. Henry Parrish, Myakka City. 
(Summary prepared about 1980)  

GILLETTE CEMETERY About 1876 a log church was built about a mile Northwest from 
where the Ellenton-Gillette Road crosses Moccasin Wallow Road. A cemetery which 
adjoined the church had been established there previously, probably as early as 1840. This 
cemetery was in use as late as 1883 and contained approximately 30 to 35 graves when it 
ceased to be used. As the years passed, the property changed ownership and the cemetery 
was destroyed, bulldozed over and set in citrus trees. The log church was replaced by a 
rough board church built 600 or 700 feet North of Frog Creek. This church had another 
cemetery adjoining it. A woods fire destroyed the church and a new church was built 
across the road from the cemetery. The ground for both church and cemetery was formerly 
owned by the Gillette family; in fact the cemetery was, in the beginning, the Gillette family 
cemetery, and in time became a community cemetery. The earliest dated tombstone is 
1869. Additional ground has been added to the cemetery by donation of LaMar Richards. 
Recently Roger Hale donated more ground to 'square out' the cemetery. The name has 
been changed to “Gillette Cemetery, Incorporated” and a trust fund has been established 
for its maintenance. This cemetery is located on the Ellenton-Gillette Road. Information 
extracted from "100 years in Palmetto, 1868-1968", by Ruth Abel and “Testimony to Pioneer 
Baptists” by M. Snell. (Summary prepared about 1980). 

 



Location and Description Information for the Hendrix - Keen - Lee - Manatee Burying 
Ground - Manasota - Mansion - Midway   

HENDRIX CEMETERY This cemetery is located in Colonial Manor, 900 US Highway 301, lot 
32, Palmetto, Florida. There are eight people buried here, but two concrete slabs are the 
only evidence of burials, This cemetery is on what was known as the old Cournney Farm. 
This information was provided by Mrs, George Bishop. (summary prepared about 1980)  

KEEN CEMETERY Located about 15 miles east of Parrish, Florida, in Manatee County, 
Bunker Hill Settlement. Green sign 'Keen Cemetery' at Highway 62. Turn left, go about 1/2 
mile. Another green sign pointing toward cemetery, located in an orange grove, This 
cemetery was consecrated on land which was homesteaded by Jacob (Jake) and Elizabeth 
(Miley) Keen, It is not certain who the first person was that was buried in 'Keen Cemetery,' 
There were/are rumors of an 'Alabama' woman who died here while visiting relatives, and 
that could have been true because in a census record Elizabeth (Miley) Keen was from 
Alabama. This could have been one of her sisters? The oldest marked grave is Nelley R 
Keen, The date on her tombstone is: died March 4, 1891. Next dated one is Mary Amanda 
Keen, daughter of Moses and Lucy (Hand) Keen, died March 14, 1891. · There are lots of 
unmarked, Unknown graves in the cemetery. 'Graveyard working' is held first Saturday in 
January, April, July, and October. Families who have loved ones buried here clean and 
maintain the cemetery, It is known as the Keen Family Cemetery, and anyone desiring a 
burial place could contact John Rutledge (in the Bunker Hill Community) or his son Paul 
Rutledge (Highway 62 between Parrish and Bunker Hill Community)," Above information 
provided by Mrs, Doyle (Pauline) Chancey. (summary prepared about 1980) 

EDMUND LEE CEMETERY This cemetery is located in the back yard of a private dwelling on 
17th Street East and is enclosed by a chain link fence. Buried here are Presbyterian Minister 
Edmund Lee, his first wife, Electa, and their daughter Sarah Lee Vanderipe; his second wife, 
Addie Frierson Lee and his third wife, Elizabeth O'Dell Lee. The sixth grave is that of James 
McCarter, another Presbyterian minister. This information was given in a series of 
newspaper articles (copied from the diary of J. H. Simpson) printed in 1915. However, we 
found in our search, Rev. James McCarter is buried in the Adams (New) Cemetery, as is 
Rev. Lee, possibly reinterred there. J. C. Vanderipe, son-in-law of Reverend Lee, stipulated 
that the cemetery plot was not to be sold with the Lee property, but rather reserved for a 
burial ground. The size of the cemetery is 25 feet by 45 feet. The party who purchased the 
property from the estate did not honor the request and when it was next sold, no mention 
was made of the reservation. The little enclosed plot became a repository for an 
accumulation of household debris. The above information provided by Carl King and 
Warren Johnson. (summary prepared about 1980) 



MANATEE BURYING GROUND Also known as Old Manatee Cemetery The cemetery is 
located on 15th Street East, at the foot of East Manatee Avenue. Josiah Gates, pioneer 
settler, deeded the ground for this purpose on May 20, 1850. The first burial was that of 
Henry S. Clark, who died July 27, 1850. In 1892, the cemetery was closed to all but 
immediate family members of persons already buried there. The last burial took place in 
1967, when Eva May Gates, granddaughter of Josiah was laid to rest. There are 94 graves in 
the plot, including those of eleven Confederate soldiers and officers, three Union soldiers 
(one of whom was a general) and a private who fought in the Indian War. The memorial arch 
was erected in 1959, by the United Daughters of the Confederacy (Judah P. Benjamin 
Chapter) in honor of the settlers who contributed so much to the development of this area. 
Information supplied by brochure (4-H Club Bicentennial project--also article which was 
written by Kent Chetlain and appeared in "The Banner'', November 23, 1978). (summary 
prepared about 1980)  

MANSION MEMORIAL CEMETERY (Includes Ellenton Burial Grounds) This cemetery is 
located on the Ellenton-Gillette Road. The old part of the present cemetery contained 
approximately 2-1/2 acres when it was first used as a burial ground. Tbe land was part of 
the 3400 acre holdings of the Gamble Mansion property. At the time the little community 
cemetery was established, the Gamble Mansion was owned by Mr. and Mrs. George Patten, 
grandparents of the present Mr. Charlie Patten, who was caretaker for many years. The 
cemetery was known as the Ellenton Burial Ground, and the local First Methodist Church 
sponsored a 'clean-up day' annually. The first burial is rumored to be that of an infant, child 
of a freed slave. In 1972 the Ellenton Cemetery was donated to the owners of the Mansion 
Memorial Cemetery, which had purchased adjoining ground in the 1950's. The total area of 
the combined cemeteries is abo11t 50 acres and now known as the Mansion Memorial 
Park, Inc. It is locally owned by Manatee County business people. Information supplied by 
Mrs. Ben Overstreet, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Patten, and Mr. Scheid. (summary prepared 
about 1980)  

MIDWAY CEMETERY This cemetery is located six or seven miles west of Myakka City on 
State Road 70. It is in the middle of a pasture and the markers are scattered and broken. 
Members of the Hall and Drymon families are buried here and our survey reveals stones for 
four babies buried here from the years 1883 to 1903. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

 

 

 



Location and Description Information for the Mitchellville, Palma Sola, Palmetto New, 
Palmetto Old, Palm View, Parrish and Pine Level Cemeteries. 

MITCHELLVILLE CEMETERY This cemetery is located on Rye Road north of Rye Bridge. Mr. 
Hubert Rutland bought this cemetery, and there was discussion of moving the bodies to 
Fortner Cemetery. To this date, the bodies have not been moved. Permission to move the 
body of Thomas Urquhart was denied. There are about twenty-five bodies that will be 
transferred to Fortner, if plans materialize. As there are no markers, we were unable to 
identify these graves. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

PALMA SOLA CEMETERY The Palma Sola Community Church is a landmark in Manatee 
County and is located on 9th Avenue N.W., a mile West of 75th St., Bradenton, Florida. The 
land on which the Church and Cemetery rests was part of a land grant to Mr. Asa Pillsbury 
and had not been surveyed in 1881. It was during the time Grover Cleveland was President 
of the United States in 1886 that Mr. Pillsbury gave part of his land for the use of a church 
and cemetery. The church was also to be used for a school as there were about ten families 
living in the area at that time. All the community people helped in the construction. The 
foundation was laid, consisting of heavy 12 x 12 timbers washed ashore from a wrecked 
ship in Tampa Bay. Logs and rough lumber from the lumber mill at Palma Sola Point run by 
Mr. Albert Warner were used to finish the structure. It has a perpetuating deed, and the first 
trustees were Mr. J.A. Felts, Mr. A. T. Adams, and Mr. John Flowers. The deed is still 
perpetual with the heirs of the first trustees as the present trustees. Information was 
supplied to us by Mr. Jim Rowland. The cemetery is 5 acres or more in size. Many residents 
from the Village of Cortez were buried here because their area is too low-lying to make a 
feasible cemetery. The earliest marker found is that of William L. Lindley who died 01 Oct 
1888, 48 years, 8 months and 17 days. A portion of the cemetery has been platted and a 
copy can be secured from the Historical Records Library of Manatee County; plat book 1, 
page 155. Those acquiring burial plots receive a warranty deed that may be recorded, thus 
avoiding the distress caused when some of the old cemeteries were destroyed for whatever 
reason. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

PALMETTO CEMETERY - NEW This cemetery is located in the Town of Palmetto on 10th 
Street and 14th Avenue. On April 5, 1905, John W. and Emma Jackson sold a plot of land - 
880 feet by 440 feet - to be used for cemetery purposes and streets for the Town of 
Palmetto. For this land the Jacksons received $320.00. On November 4, 1907, additional 
land was purchased. It adjoined the first parcel and contained 4½ acres, making a total 
area between 13 and 14 acres. Earliest marker found is that of Ruth Hampton Tast, who 
was born November 10, 1872 and died November 12, 1872. This cemetery is still being 
used. (Summary prepared about 1980) 



OLD PALMETTO CEMETERY The following information is taken from a book entitled, 100 
YEARS IN PALMETTO 1868-1968, by Ruth Abel. “Out of his original plot of land, Mr. Lamb 
gave lots for the old cemetery in which his nephew, Robert Winthrop Lamb (Husband of 
Margaret Susan) is buried among others, a victim of the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1888”. 
“Up to 1888, deaths were practically unknown. A grave or two had been provided in this 
cemetery, but there was no road leading to the plot. Going there, a person followed the 
narrow dirt road west until meeting O'Neill's, but between the road and the cemetery lay 
the hammock, changing to scrub oak and saw palmetto and underbrush the rest of the 
way. When Mrs. Howze died (1888), the first victim of Yellow Fever, a path wide enough to 
carry a coffin was cut northward from the road to the cemetery and she was buried there, 
close to what is now 5th Street”. An early deed (April 30, 1882), mentions the reservation of 
one acre of land for a public grave yard plus 20 feet in width along the entire length on east 
side of said lot for a public street. This cemetery is no longer being used. It is located at 5th 
street and 14th Avenue. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

PALM VIEW CEMETERY This is a one hundred year old community cemetery which is 
located on Palm View Road in Palmetto. The ground was donated by a man named Fielder. 
His daughter was first to be buried here. Mr. Mead Smith donated more ground so that 
members of his family could be buried here and the area was thus enlarged to include 
room for fifty additional graves. Although there is no charge for burial plots, there is a 
requirement that a marker be placed on the grave. Dr. Dean (the first doctor in Manatee 
County) and his wife are buried here. Mr. George Bishop was the caretaker for many years 
and he and his two children are buried here. His wife, now caretaker, has provided this 
information. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

PARRISH CEMETERY This cemetery is located on Parrish Cemetery Road in the area of 4th 
or 5th Street, east of 301. It is approximately 2½ acres in size. The ground was inherited by 
Alice Turner Berry from her father, Major William Iredell Turner. After Alice's death, her heirs 
transferred the property to the Trustees of the Parrish Cemetery on October 17, 1947. The 
earliest marker found here is that of Charles Warner Gillett, born March 21, 1832 and died 
January 25, 1853. This is a community cemetery and still being used. Burial space is limited 
to local families. The Trustees are, at this time, in the process of listing all those buried here 
and making a plat of the cemetery. Information supplied by Flora Maguire, Joel Whidden 
and Gladys Pitman. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

PINE LEVEL CEMETERY This cemetery is located on Rt. 70, nine miles Southeast of 
Myakka City, in DeSoto County. The area was formerly used as camp meeting grounds. The 
cemetery is fenced and in beautiful condition. It is still being used. Pine Level was the 
County Seat of Manatee County between 1866 and 1887. Since that time, Manatee's 



boundary lines have been changed and the cemetery is in DeSoto County. Many pioneer 
family members are buried here. The earliest marker found is that of Martha E. Platt, born 
June 2, 1859 and died October 6, 1871. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

Location and Description Information for the Rutland Ranch, Rye, Sardis, Skyway 
Memorial Gardens, Stewart, Vanderipe Johnson and Waters Cemeteries. 

RUTLAND RANCH CEMETERY This cemetery is located on SR 675 and is on the private 
property of the Rutlands, prominent ranchers. Buried here is June Faye Ballard, who was 
the wife of one of the ranch workers, Clyde Ballard. June was killed on the road in front of 
the Rutland place, by an automobile. There are also three of the Rutlands' favorite dogs 
buried in plots adjacent to June's. All the graves are well-kept and frequently decorated 
with flowers. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

RYE CEMETERY Located northwest of the Lake Manatee Dam, is at 905 Rye Wilderness 
Trail, Parrish. Named in honor of Erasmus Rye, the cemetery is home to a piece of Manatee 
County’s early pioneer history. Located within RYE Preserve, the cemetery was originally 
accessible mainly by Manatee River, which was used for travel and trade. As late as 1910 – 
1929, Rye settlement was accessible by steamship, and was nearby the first bridge to 
cross the Manatee River. It is a Florida Heritage site. (Summary prepared 2025) 

SARDIS CEMETERY This cemetery is located south of State Road 70 at Myakka City on the 
Carlton Rusty Pot Ranch property. This cemetery can be seen from the road. In years past, 
an old settlement was located here. Half of the graves are unmarked. Most are outlined 
with clam shells. The earliest marker is dated November 15, 1897. (Summary prepared 
about 1980) 

SKYWAY MEMORIAL GARDENS This cemetery is located on U. S. 19, several miles north of 
Palmetto and one mile north of the U.S. 41 – U.S. 19 intersection. It was established in 1955 
– 56 and encompasses 58 acres of former farm land. No tombstones are permitted, only 
flat, ground markers and the mausoleum. There are about 8,000 lot owners. Skyway 
Memorial Gardens is part of a chain of cemeteries throughout the country. (Information 
supplied by Stanley Rothberg) (Summary prepared about 1980) 

STEWART CEMETERY This cemetery is one of the oldest to be preserved in this section. 
The cemetery is located near the head of Manatee River on the north side of the river back 
about 100 yards. This parcel of land was donated by John and Joanne Stewart, a portion of 
their homestead – one acre. This cemetery is located about three miles east of our present 
Bethany Church and Cemetery, approximately one-half mile South of Highway 64, Manatee 
County. The date this transaction was made, we have no record of at this time. There are 
twenty-three graves here. We have reason to believe all who have been buried here are 



accounted for. We do not know when or who the first person to be buried here, as several 
do not have markers. The oldest marker is that of Jeff Rich, September 1880, son of Alfred 
and Mary E. Rich. Among those in later years, we owe our appreciation to Russell D. Rich 
and family for the maintaining the Stewart Cemetery. This cemetery is accepted by all the 
old timers of this community as the forerunner of our present Bethany Cemetery since the 
first of the old timers was buried in Stewart Cemetery, and the later ones in Bethany 
Cemetery. Note that Jeff Rich was born in Jefferson County, Florida at the Ancilla River, 
when his parents were on their way to Florida in a wagon train. He was born November 22, 
1874 and named – Jefferson Ancilla. Information supplied by Mrs. G. E. Dupree, Myakka 
City. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

JAMES C. VANDERIPE CEMETERY This cemetery is forty feet by forty feet in size and is 
owned and maintained by the City of Bradenton. It is located at 303 18th Avenue East, 
across the street from the Edmond Lee Cemetery. It contains only one grave, that of James. 
He was the husband of Sarah Lee Vanderipe. She is buried in the Edmond Lee Cemetery. At 
one time, both cemeteries were part of the Lee property. This information was provided by 
Carl King. (Summary prepared about 1980)  

VANDERIPE-JOHNSON CEMETERY This cemetery was located on the Morgan Johnson 
Road, two miles south of SR64, It has been destroyed and houses built on this property.  

WATERS CEMETERY This cemetery is located within one-half mile of Antioch, in a wooded 
area. There are only two graves marked and they are in very good condition. These graves 
are of two little sisters, said to have died of yellow fever. It is rumored there are twenty other 
graves here, but there is no visible evidence of them. (Summary prepared about 1980) 

  



 

 BLACK CEMETERIES 

Location and Description Information for the Adams/Fogartyville - Memphis New and 
Old - Parrish - Rogers - Rubonia Cemeteries. 

ADAMS/ FOGARTYVILLE CEMETERY This cemetery occupies county-owned land adjoining 
Fogartyville Cemetery on the northwest. It is located off north of Third Avenue between 
44th and 45th Streets, NW, in West Bradenton. It is still being used on occasion. The 
earliest marker found is that of Josephine P. Alston, born April 16, 1883 and died August 31, 
1901. (Summary prepared about 1980). 

MEMPHIS CEMETERY In recent years the original "Old" Memphis Cemetery north of 25th 
Street has been virtually filled up forcing expansion across the street in what is referred to 
as the "New Memphis Cemetery." Old Memphis Cemetery is located several miles 
northeast of Palmetto on the north side of 25th Street West, and bordered on the west by 
the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad tracks. New Memphis Cemetery is south across 25th 
Street at the entrance to the Manatee County Animal Control Center. It is on the county 
owned land in the Academy Heights Subdivision. According to Ruth Abel's book, "100 Years 
in Palmetto," Memphis subdivision was started northeast of Palmetto early in the century 
(1904) by journalist Robert F. Willis, who was from Memphis, Tennessee. Retired Circuit 
Judge Robert Willis of Bradenton, who once lived in Palmetto, says Willis, no relation, was 
an editor of the Palmetto News at one time. Mrs. Abel's book says Willis sold lots to a 
number of very desirable people who built homes in the "Town of Memphis". "In 1911 Willis 
sold the part of Memphis subdivision between 2nd and 4th Avenues to a bachelor Isaac E. 
Barwick, also from Memphis, Tennessee. Barwick renamed his part New Memphis (1912) 
and sold lots to the Negro population”. It is in this area the cemeteries are located. 
According to Marion Stevens of Stevens' Funeral Home, Memphis Cemetery property was 
given to the black community by an ''old German or foreign man from up north''. This man 
gave it to a council of black pastors to administer. Over the years the ministers died and 
their churches were abandoned. Presently there is no owner listed on the county tax rolls. 
The earliest marker found is that of Classie Williams, who died January 10, 1907. A location 
map of this cemetery can be found at Manatee County Historical Records Library 
(Carnegie) Bradenton under Subdivision Maps, Sheet 4B-S11. (Summary prepared about 
1980). 

PARRISH CEMETERY This cemetery is located in the area of 4th or 5th Streets east of 
Highway 301. It separated by a fence from the adjoining cemetery where white people are 
buried. The land was acquired from heirs of Alice Turner Berry, who had inherited the 



ground from her father, Major William Iredell Turner. The earliest marker found was that of 
Charles H. Williamson, who was born December 25, 1873 and died July 28, 1876. the 
cemetery is still being used. (Summary prepared about 1980). 

ROGERS CEMETERY This cemetery is located in the vicinity of 43rd Street West. It adjoins 
the Adams/Fogartyville Cemetery to the east. Mr. and Mrs. G.D. Rogers were funeral 
directors in Manatee County from the 1930’s until 1967. Mrs. Minnie Rogers’ License 
number was 65, which means she was the 65th person in the State of Florida to receive a 
mortician’s license. MR. Rogers, recognizing the need for burial space for those who could 
not afford it, donated, or sold for a small fee, a place for families so they would not have to 
bury their members in a potter’s field.* The land was purchased from Mabel Wand S.E. 
Coarsey in 1940. In 1967 the Rogers retired and lots are no longer being sold. *named so 
after an old burial ground for poverty-stricken, friendless, or unknown persons (Webster). 
(Summary prepared about 1980.) 

RUBONIA CEMETERY This cemetery is located on Erie Road at I-75 intersection. It is a 
small cemetery and is still being used. It is publicly owned. The earliest marker found was 
that of Annie Ruth Murrell, born July 28, 1828 and died April 18, 1912. (Summary prepared 
about 1980). 

 


