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Quick View Calendar: 

Monthly Meetings – Tuesday, 10:00 
AM ET. Virtual only, June-October, 
advance registration required. 

August 4th – Annette Burke Lyttle 
– “Our Quaker Ancestors: Their 
History and the Records They    
Left ” 

September 1st – Diana Elder – 
"Separating Multiple 
Generations of Men with the  
Same Name"  

October 6th – Angela Packer 
McGhie – “Strategies for Using 
Pre-1850 Census Schedules” 
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AUGUST MEETING 

“Our Quaker An-
cestors: Their His-
tory and the Rec-
ords They Left ” 

 

For our August virtual-only meeting, we are 
pleased to welcome Annette Burke Lyttle, 
CG®, a professional genealogist and owner of 
Heritage Detective, LLC. Annette is a re-
nowned speaker at the national and interna-
tional levels, a course coordinator for major 
genealogical institutes, past president of the 
Association of Professional Genealogists, 
and the editor of The Florida Genealogist. 

Quakers were exceptional record-keepers 
and in this presentation, Annette will explore 
the deep history of these early pioneering 
Americans.  Beyond vital statistics, their local 
monthly meetings extensively documented 
community arrivals, departures, public trans-
gressions, and their historical stance against 
slavery. Join us on Zoom for this insightful 
presentation to learn how to find and navigate 
these incredibly rich records! 

If you've ever tested your DNA on more than one 
site and thought, "Wait, why am I 20% Irish here 
but only 8% there?"—you're not imagining 
things. Different companies use different refer-
ence populations and define regions in different 
ways, so the numbers rarely match up perfectly. 
And that's okay! 

Here's the secret: the percentages aren't real-
ly the point. The real value is using ethnicity 
as a research tool. 

The most powerful strategy is something 
called elimination—or more formally, kinship 
analysis. Let's say you're trying to figure out 

DNA: Why Your Ethnicity Results Look Different on Every Site—And 
How to Use That to Your Advantage 

by Peggy Jude 

continued next page 
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Special Interest Groups 

All meetings are virtual and held monthly. 
Free and open to all. 

DNA SIG – the third Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 pm ET 

Irish SIG – the second Tuesday – rotating 
monthly between 2:00 pm ET and 7:00 pm 
ET [Note: on temporary hiatus until Septem-
ber 8 at 7:00pm] 

German SIG – the second Wednesday at 
10:00 am ET 

Mid-Atlantic Pre-Civil War SIG – the third 
Wednesday at 10:00 am ET 

Polish SIG – the first Wednesday at 10:00 
am ET 

Technology for Genealogy SIG – the sec-
ond Monday at 2:00 pm ET. 

About the Society 
Manatee Genealogical Society 

Website: 
www.mgsfl.org 

 

Email: 
info@mgsfl.org 

 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/

ManateeGenealogicalSociety/ 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 1194, Bradenton, FL 34206  
 

Monthly Meeting Location: 

Manatee Central Library 
1301 Barcarrota Boulevard West,   

Bradenton,  FL 34205 

which DNA matches connect to your great-
grandmother's Polish side. Look for match-
es who share that Eastern European eth-
nicity but don't have the other ethnicities in 
your family tree. That narrows your pool 
fast and points you toward the right branch. 

Also, don't overlook those genetic com-
munities buried in your results. Ancestry 
calls theirs "Journeys." These aren't just 
guesses based on DNA percentages—
they're built from a combination of DNA 
matches and documented migration pat-
terns. Think of them as a GPS hint for your 
ancestors' movements, often pointing to a 
specific time period or migration route. 

Bottom line: Don't get hung up on the per-
centages. Instead, use ethnicity results as 
clues that help you focus your research 
and eliminate dead ends. 

continued from previous page 

Panorama of Bradenton, 1909.  Image courtesy of the Manatee County Public Library Historical Digital Collections  
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Regional events of interest: 

16 July, Thursday @ 10:00 AM, Lee County Ge-
nealogical Society 

Dead Men Do Tell Tales: Recreating Life in a 
Community using Death Certificates, pre-
sented by Karen Fortin 

[Virtual only.  Registration required] 
----- 

18 July, Saturday @ 10:00 AM, Pinellas Genea-
logical Society 

Summer Workshop: Start Your Family Tree
[Hybrid meeting.  Registration required for vir-
tual attendance] 

----- 

25 July, Saturday @ 1:30 PM, Suncoast Genea-
logical Society 

250th Anniversary of America’s Founding 
[This is a member share program.  Please bring 
a short story of a Revolutionary War ancestor’s 
contribution to the war.] 

President’s Message: 
Freedom, Freedom’s Mile-
stone, and Our Ancestral 
Legacy:  

Dear Members, 

I hope you all had a wonderful and safe In-
dependence Day! This year’s Fourth of July 
felt exceptionally poignant as our nation 
marked a monumental milestone: the 250th 
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. Passing the Semiquincen-
tennial is a historic moment for our country, 
but for us as genealogists, it holds an even 
deeper, more personal resonance. 

An anniversary of this magnitude naturally 
turns our thoughts to the concepts of free-
dom, sacrifice, and endurance. Whether 
your family lines trace back to Patriots who 
fought in the American Revolution, or your 
ancestors arrived centuries later passing 
through ports of entry with nothing but a 
suitcase and a dream of a better life, each of 
their stories is woven directly into the fabric 
of these past 250 years. 

Honoring Their Stories This Summer 

As we continue through the quiet hum of the 
summer months, the energy of this historic 
milestone offers the perfect inspiration for 
our research. Here are a few ways we can 
honor our ancestors' contributions to the 
American story this month: 

• Document Their Patriotism and Ser-
vice: Take some time this month to fo-
cus on the veterans in your tree. Beyond 
military service records, look for pension 
files, bounty land warrants, or home-
front contributions. 

• Explore the Context of Migration: For 
our immigrant ancestors, freedom 
meant something tangible and specific. 
If you haven’t lately, dive into the histori-
cal context of why they left their home-
lands. What were the social, political, or 

economic conditions that drove them to seek 
freedom and opportunity here? 

• Preserve Your Own History: We are living 
through history right now. Take a few mo-
ments this summer to write down your own 
memories of major national milestones, or 
how your family celebrated this historic 250th 
anniversary. Your future descendants will 
thank you for leaving a first-hand account. 

We are the caretakers of the past, ensuring that 
the names and struggles of those who built our 
world are never forgotten. Let’s carry the patriotic 
spirit of this landmark July into our files, our li-
braries, and our family discussions. 

Happy researching, and enjoy the rest of your 
summer! 
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Member Spotlight:   
This month the spotlight is on our Treasurer  

Name & Current Residence  
Anne Ramsby, Bradenton, FL 
Where are you from? 
I grew up in Stillwater, Oklaho-
ma, home of Oklahoma State 
University.  I moved to Florida 
from Michigan. 

How long have you been researching your 
family history? 
Since about 1999. 
What surnames or family lines are you cur-
rently researching? 
Waller, Woodbury, Roper, Phillips, Aery, Nor-
cross, Noyes, Barringer. 
What locations are your ancestors from? 
Early ancestors are mostly New England—
Massachusetts & Maryland, and later, North 
Carolina. 
What is your primary genealogical research 
focus right now? 
Completing both parents accurately to 1600’s, 
and finding as many Revolutionary War partici-
pants as possible. 
What is one brick wall or key question you 
are currently working on? 
Was my Peter Woodbury who responded to 
Paul Revere’s Ride the son or father? What 
happened to all the Wallers in MD/Del?  Is the 
‘hint’ one of the genealogy companies sent me 
that I can trace back to the Mayflower real? 
If you could solve one brick wall tomorrow, 
which would it be? 
Finding proof my specific Waller branch start-
ed in 1600’s in Virginia (Delmarva Peninsula), 
and separating it from the well-known Wallers’ 
Adventure branch of Maryland/Delaware. 
What has been your most exciting or mean-
ingful genealogical discovery so far? 
Finding a missing generation in the Woodbury 
ancestry using an original handwritten DAR 
application. 
What tools, websites, or resources do you 
use most often? 
I like online research, Family Search, and Wik-
ipedia.  I really liked Ancestry’s Thru-lines until 
they blocked them.  I am enjoying trying some 
AI research because replies are organized, and 
it asks questions I might not have considered 
for information. 
What advice would you give a new genealo-

Membership Corner 
Is your membership up for renewal soon?  
Please renew by going to our website at: https://
mgsfl.org/cpage.php?pt=13  

Membership is only $20 per year and helps sup-
port our society.   

REASONS TO BECOME A MEMBER:  

• Your membership helps in the financial sup-
port of programs, speakers and society activi-
ties.  

• Monthly meetings featuring guest lecturers 
discussing current genealogy and family his-
tory topics. 

• Special Interest Groups (SIGs) designed to 
assist members with their genealogy re-
search and education. 

• Access to the "Members Only" section on our 
website featuring MGS publications, access 
to Member Forums, and society documents. 

• Surname Database -  Members can enter as 
much surname information into our surname 
database as they wish. 

• Discounted pricing for Special Events. 
• Email reminders of upcoming programs and 

events 

gist just getting started? 
Use a chart of some kind to track sources and re-
search done.  Keep all material you work with digi-
tally, or paper; re-read early work to find hidden 
clues. 
How did you first become interested in genealo-
gy? 
My father gave me a partially completed applica-
tion to the DAR and indicated I could use it to apply 
for DAR membership.  As I worked to complete it, it 
kind of ‘hooked’ me into the puzzles! 
How long have you been a member of our socie-
ty? 
I saw an announcement for MGS in the newspaper 
when I first came to this area in 2012, and attended 
some meetings over the next few years.  I have 
been a full-time member since 2018. 
What do you enjoy most about being a member 
of our society? 
The great conversations with members, attending 
meetings/speakers, learning about others’ stories. 
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