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Quick View Calendar:

Monthly Meetings – Tuesday, 
10:00 AM ET. Virtual only, June-
October, advance registration 
required.

September 1st – Diana Elder 
– "Separating Multiple 
Generations of Men with 
the  Same Name" 
October 6th – Angela Packer 
McGhie – “Strategies for 
Using Pre-1850 Census 
Schedules”
November 3rd – Peggy Jude 
– “Finding Ancestors 
Through Full-Text Search”

SEPTEMBER 
MEETING

“Separating Multiple 
Generations of Men 

with the Same Name ”

When multiple descendants are named in honor 
of a single ancestor, untangling who is who can 
feel overwhelming. Join us for our September 
virtual meeting as we welcome Diana Elder, 
AGⓇ, AGL™ a professional genealogist 
accredited in the Gulf South region who serves 
on the advisory board for The International 
Commission for the Accreditation of Professional 
Genealogists. She will demonstrate how 
diagramming and carefully analyzing land, tax, 
and probate records can clarify same-named 
individuals and successfully reconstruct families. 
We hope to see you there!

Mark your Calendars!
Our annual seminar is scheduled for January 23, 2027.  The presenters lined up are Judy 
Russell, Lisa Medina, Debra Abbott, Peggy Jude, Susanne Hoffman, and Mark Thompson.  
Presentation topics and additional details will be available soon.

New Website!
As Karen Dwyer mentions in her following president's message, we now have a new website at 
mgsfl.org!  Hopefully you have had a chance to check it out.  Please note that although user 
names migrated from the previous site, passwords did not.  You will need to set a new password 
to access the members only content.  Simply click "Log In" in the upper right of the home page, 
and then click "I forgot my password" on the login form.  You will then be prompted to enter your 
email address.  After entering your email click "Send Password Reset Link" and follow the 
instructions in the email you will receive.

In the coming months, our webmaster will host a guided tour to give members an in-depth look 
at its new features. Stay tuned for more details!



President's message: Digital 
Horizons and Looking Ahead 
to January

Dear Members,
As August rolls in and the final stretch of 
summer unfolds, our society has been 
buzzing with activity behind the scenes. 
Between launching long-term projects and 
preparing for major upcoming events, this 
season is shaping up to be one of great 
progress for our community.
First, as many of you have likely noticed, we 
have officially launched our brand-new society 
website! While we are thrilled to bring you a 
fresh look and updated features, every major 
upgrade comes with a few growing pains. We 
are actively working through a few technical 
bugs and fine-tuning the system to ensure 
everything runs seamlessly. We truly 
appreciate your patience, understanding, and 
feedback while we iron out the digital kinks. If 
you notice a broken link or a page that seems 
out of place, please let us know so we can 
address it!
Behind the Scenes: Mark Your Calendars!
While we refine our online presence, your 
Board of Directors is already hard at work 
planning our flagship event for the winter.
Please go ahead and set a reminder on your 
calendar for Saturday, January 23, 2027, 
when we will host our Annual Virtual 
Seminar.
Planning a full-day virtual conference takes 
months of dedication—from securing 
outstanding guest speakers to coordinating 
session topics that address the research 
challenges you face every day. Hosting the 
seminar virtually allows all of us to gather 
comfortably from home, no matter where 
winter weather might keep us, while 
connecting with top-tier genealogy experts. 

Keep an eye out in the coming months for details 
on our speaker lineup, lecture topics, and 
registration information.
August Research Tip: Dog Days and Digital 
Records
While the August heat keeps us indoors, take 
advantage of the AC! Spend a quiet afternoon 
exploring the newly launched features on our 
website as we continue updating them, or use the 
time to organize your digital files ahead of our fall 
meeting schedule.
Thank you, as always, for your continued 
support, encouragement, and active participation 
in our society. Enjoy the rest of your August, and 
happy hunting!
Warm regards,
Karen Dwyer

Regional events of interest:
15 August, Saturday @ 10:00 AM, Pinellas 
Genealogical Society
Summer Workshop: Let's Try AI 
[Hybrid meeting.  Registration required for 
virtual attendance]

-----
20 August, Thursday @ 10:00 AM, Lee 
County Genealogical Society
Mixers and Shakers – Tracing Your 
Bartending, Saloon, and Tavern keeping 
Ancestors before Prohibition, presented by 
Debra Dudek
[Virtual only.  Registration required]

-----
22 August, Saturday @ 1:30 PM, Suncoast 
Genealogical Society
Mysterious Codes - Passenger Manifest 
Letters and Numbers presented by Christine 
Cohen
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Same Parents, Different DNA: Understanding Inheritance
by Peggy Jude

One of the most important ideas in DNA 
genealogy is simple: every person inherits 50% 
of their DNA from each parent. This means half 
of your DNA comes from your mother and half 
from your father. At first glance, it might seem 
like this would make siblings genetically 
identical, since they share the same two 
parents. However, that is not how inheritance 
actually works.

Each parent carries two copies of every 
chromosome — one inherited from their own 
mother, one from their own father. When DNA is 
passed from parent to child, those two copies go 
through a shuffling process called 
recombination, mixing together before just one 
shuffled copy is passed on to the child. Instead 
of receiving an exact copy of one chromosome 
or the other, you receive a blend of both. This 
shuffling creates a unique combination of DNA 
in each child. As a result, even though siblings 
all inherit 50% of their DNA from each parent, 
they do not inherit the same 50%.

On average, full siblings share about 50% of 
their DNA with each other (though the exact 
amount varies somewhat from pair to pair). This 
is true for autosomal DNA – the 22 non-sex 
chromosomes. The notable exceptions: sons 
receive their father's Y chromosome largely 
unchanged, and everyone receives their 
mother's mitochondrial DNA unchanged — 
these two types pass down the family line intact 
rather than being shuffled by recombination.

This explains why siblings can have noticeably 
different DNA test results. For example, one 
sibling may match a distant cousin while 
another sibling does not match that same 
person at all. Both siblings are still related to that 
cousin, but only one inherited the specific DNA 
segment that makes the match detectable. The 
same pattern applies to cousins and more 
distant relatives—your shared DNA overlaps, 
but it is not identical.

Why This Matters for Your Research
Understanding this concept is essential for 
interpreting DNA match lists. If you test multiple 
siblings, you will often uncover more matches 
than any one person alone. Each sibling acts 
like a slightly different genetic window into your 
family tree.  This is why encouraging your 
siblings, and the siblings of your parents, to test 
can significantly expand your research 
opportunities. By combining results, you can 
build a more complete picture of your shared 
ancestry and hopefully find more of those 
elusive ancestors. 

Special Interest Groups
All meetings are virtual and held monthly. 

Free and open to all.
DNA SIG – the third Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 pm ET
Irish SIG – the second Tuesday – rotating 
monthly between 2:00 pm ET and 7:00 
pm ET 
[Note: on temporary hiatus until 
September 8 at 7:00pm]
German SIG – the second Wednesday at 
10:00 am ET
Mid-Atlantic Pre-Civil War SIG – the
third Wednesday at 10:00 am ET
Polish SIG – the first Wednesday at 
10:00 am ET
Technology for Genealogy SIG – the 
second Monday at 2:00 pm ET.
[NEW!] Beginners SIG – planned to 
commence in October.  More information 
coming soon.

[NEW!] Brick Wall SIG – planned to 
commence in October.  More information 
coming soon.



Membership Corner
Welcome to our newest members:

• Joy Klein,Parrish, FL
• Larry Solesbee, Citrus Heights, CA

Is your membership up for renewal soon?  
Please renew by going to our website at: 
https://mgsfl.org/renew-membership
Membership is only $20 per year and helps 
support our society.

REASONS TO BECOME A MEMBER: 
• Your membership helps in the financial 

support of programs, speakers and society 
activities. 

• Monthly meetings featuring guest lecturers 
discussing current genealogy and family 
history topics.

• Special Interest Groups (SIGs) designed to 
assist members with their genealogy 
research and education.

• Access to the "Members Only" section on 
our website featuring MGS publications, 
access to Member Forums, and society 
documents.

• Surname Database -  Members can enter 
as much surname information into our 
surname database as they wish.

• Discounted pricing for Special Events.
• Email reminders of upcoming programs 

and events

Member Spotlight:  
This month we get to know our member Jeffrey Bockman 

Name & Current Residence
Jeffrey A Bockman, Mt. Juliet, 
TN and Parrish, FL
Where are you from?
Born & raised in Chicago, IL
How long have you been 
researching your family 

history?
Since 1986
What surnames or family lines are you 
currently researching?
• Bockman, Neuhaus, Oelund, Wagner in 

Denmark
• Bockmann, Steen, Ruder in Holstein, 

Germany
• Kaps, Stefanc in Slovenia
• Stevenson, Demary, West, Olmsted, 

Warren in New England 
• Johnson/Johnston, Ellis, Long, Coleman, 

Triplett in Virginia & Ohio
What is your primary genealogical research 
focus right now?
Johnson DNA Project & Correcting 50 years of 
incorrect claims.
What is one brick wall or key question you 
are currently working on?
Finding the origin of the John & Benjamin 
Johnson Families in VA.
What has been your most exciting or 
meaningful genealogical discovery so far?
• Disproving the claimed Johnson Caskieben 

connection.
• Finding my Grandfather Alvar and then 

some of his ancestors back to the 1500s
What tools, websites, or resources do you 
use most often?
• RootsMagic
• FamilySearch
• FTDNA & Ancestry: Thrulines & Quaker 

Records
What advice would you give a new 
genealogist just getting started?
• Start with yourself and work backwards.
• Take any published or claimed information 

as a CLUE - Get proof
• Learn and tell about the people – not just 

the names & dates.
• DNA – If you do not REALLY want to know 

– Don’t go there.

How did you first become interested in 
genealogy?
• My Grandmother was very involved, DAR, 

Magna Charta when I was a teenager. Her 
notebook on the Terrell Family was very 
interesting.

• In 1986 one of my twin sons had a 
homework assignment that got me going on 
the current path.

How long have you been a member of our 
society?
Two years – but have been a visitor since 2010.
What do you enjoy most about being a 
member of our society?
• The meetings, especially the in-person 

ones getting see some old friends in the 
area.

• SIGs


